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Listeners,  you  have  "been  hearing  a  good  deal  about  informative 
labels  to  aid  the  shopper  or  consumer  in  making  a  wise  buy.     You  have  heard 
about  the  movement  toward  helpful  labels  on  everything  from  ready-made  coats 
and  dresses,  blankets  and  sheets  to  canned  goods.     But  did  you  know  that 
Christmas  trees  have  also  joined  the  label-movement? 

If  you  are  interested  in  the  country's  future  forests  and  in  con- 
serving Christmas  trees  for  children  in  years  to  come,  you  will  look  for  a 
tree  with  a  red  Eorest-Service  tag  when  you  go  to  buy  this  year.     This  label 
will  tell  you  in  which  National  Eorest  the  tree  grew.     It  will  also  assure 
you  that  the  tree  was  cut  under  the  direction  of  the  United  States  Eorest 
Service  for  the  improvement  of  the  forest  stand.     On  the  back  of  the  tag, 
you  will  find  the  words:     "The  prevention  of  forest  fires  through  the  past 
years  has  made  possible  this  tree  to  decorate  your  home  on  Christmas  Day.  11 

Several  western  States,   Colorado,  Wyoming,  and  Washington  especially, 
took  the  lead  some  years  ago  in  having  labels  of  approval  issued  by  foresters 
for  Christmas  trees  that  were  properly  cut,   so  Christmas  shoppers  could  be 
sure  that  they  weren't  damaging  the  forests  by  buying  Christmas  trees.  The 
States  of  Oregon  and  Washington  have  now  made  it  illegal  to  cut  Christmas 
trees  without  first  getting  the  permission  of  the  owner.    And  some  citi es 
are  regulating  the  sale  of  trees  and  greens  by  requiring  every  dealer  to  pay 
for  a  license  and  have  his  wares  inspected,  or  to  sell  only  trees  with  tags 
stating  they  have  been  taken  with  the  owner' s  permission. 

Eorest  Service  men  are  very  much  in  favor  of  wi s e  cutting  of  Christ- 
mas trees.     They  approve  of  cutting  trees  to  thin  overcrowded  young  stands 
in  woodlots  or  to  clear  pasture-land.     They  say  that  the  right  kind  of  tree- 
cutting  may  be  a  paying  business  and  may  benefit  the  forest  into  the  bargain. 
By  way  of  illustration,  they  will  point  out  such  countries  as  Germany  and 
Austria  where  supervised  cutting  has  been  going  on  for  generations.  Most 
of  the  Christmas  trees  in  Germany  come  from  these  oarefully  managed  forests. 
When  cutting-time  arrives,  the  forester  simply  tells  the  Christmas-»tree 
dealer  which  stands  need  thinning  and  how  much,  and  then  sees  that  his  instruc- 
tions are  carried  out.     So  scarcely  a  hut  in  Germany  is  without  its  Christmas 
tree  and  both  dealers  and  forests  profit  by  the  cutting. 


R-HC 


-  2  - 


12/18/36 


Our  foresters  also  approve  of  growing  Christmas  trees  and  other 
greens  for  the  market.     They  say  that  landowners  near  large  cities  have 
found  Christmas-tree  plantations  profitable,  especially  if  the  plantations 
are  distant  from  the  forests  that  are  the  natural  sources  of  supply.  Planted 
trees  are  ready  for  harvest  in  k  to  8  years  after  they  go  in  the  ground,  and 
will  grow  well  if  about  5  thousand  are  planted  to  the  acre. 

Foresters  and  all  good  citizens  object  to  certain  types  of  Christmas- 
tree  cutting  that  are  still  occurring.     You  can  imagine  their  attitude  toward 
the  people  who  drive  out  in  automobiles  and  hack  down  evergreens  along  high- 
ways or  on  private  property,  or  toward  those  who  cut  down  and  discard  several 
trees  to  find  a  perfect  one,  or  ruin  large  trees  by  cutting  the  top  out. 
They  also  object  to  cutting  down  thrifty  young  trees  in  open  stands  which 
should  be  allowed  to  grow  into  valuable  timber.     And  they  object  to  the  thou- 
sands of  trees  that  overstock  the  Christmas  market  so  find  their  way  to  city 
dumping- grounds  —  a  loss  to  the  forest  and  to  the  dealer  as  well. 

To  prevent  such  waste  of  Christmas  trees,  foresters  advise  farmers 
to  find  a  market  with  a  responsible  buyer  before  doing  any  heavy  cutting. 
Many  farmers  have  had  sad  experiences  as  a  result  of  indiscriminate  cutting 
and  peddling  of  trees.    Especially  in  the  larger  cities,  farmers  have  to 
compete  with  the  large  commercial  shipments  from  the  forests  of  the  great 
Northwest,  the  Lake  States,  the  northeast  States  and  even  Canada. 

But  Christmas  trees  are  not  the  only  holiday  greens  that  have  been 
giving  concern  to  the  foresters  as  well  as  nature-lovers  and  patriotic  citi- 
zens generally.     The  foresters  say  that  holly  is  in  the  greatest  need  of 
protection  of  any  of  our  native  greens.     Once  holly  grew  commonly  in  the 
East  from  Florida  to  Massachusetts.     It  was  also  common  in  the  Mississippi 
Valley  from  southern  Indiana  through  Missouri  and  eastern  Oklahoma.  It 
probably  was  always  largest  and  most  plentiful  in  the  bottom-lands  of  southern 
Arkansas,  northern  Louisiana,  and  eastern  Texas.     But  because  of  heavy 
Christmas- cut ting,  holly  is  now  in  great  danger  of  extinction.     In  many 
parts  of  the  North  and  East  it  has  already  disappeared, 

One  reason  that  holly  has  been  unable  to  hold  its  own  against  heavy 
Christmas  losses  is  that  it  is  such  a  slow-growing  tree.     Its  seeds  take 
2  years  to  germinate.     Perhaps  you  have  noticed,   too,   that  much  of  the  holly 
on  the  market  during  the  last  few  years  is  without  red  berries.     The  foresters 
explain  that  this  is  the  result  of  so  much  cutting  of  the  pistillate  or  female 
holly  tree  —  the  only  tree  that  has  berries.     So  the  male  trees  now  have 
to  furnish  most  of  the  stock  for  the  Christmas  market.     The  foresters  urge 
people  to  plant  more  holly  —  in  their  yards,  gardens,  and  along  roadsides. 
They  approve  of  cultivating  more  holly  for  market,  as  people  in  some  States, 
Oregon  and  Florida  for  example,  are  doing.     Several  States  have  passed  laws 
recently  to  help  protect  holly.     Virginia  tuis  year  has  a  new  protective  law 
for  its  wild  holly.     Maryland  passed  a  law  last  year  that  required  written 
permission  from  the  owner  to  gather  holly.     For  violating  the  act,  offenders 
are  liable  to  fines  of  25  dollars  up.     The  State  Forestry  Department  in  Mary- 
land is  now  helping  farmers  care  for  the  holly  on  their  property  as  well  as 
cut  and  market  it  scientifically  so  they  can  keep  their  trees  alive  and  also 
have  an  income  from  them.     The  Department  has  set  up  a  merchandizing  agency 
to  tako  orders  for  holly  and  give  them  to  those  owners  who  have  agreed  to  cut 
their  holly  according  to  the  Department's  specifications. 


